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12 Leaders de They Kept
Independent Judzment

1’-y STIOVEN V. ROBTRTS

mwelve former presidents of
tion said yesterday that they!
had retained “the utmost vigi-
lance and independence of judg-
ment” while receiving as much.

Ceniral Intelligence Agency to!

lgram,
The former pxesidents noted |

can foreign :policy even while
4it was taking large subsidies
Jfrom the uederal Governmentw

c.hnt—wuﬁ one cxception—wha i
inoid ofiice in the association|
sotween 1952, when the link|
with  the . intelligence agency|*
was flest forged, and 1964, The
“lone cxcbption was Richard J..
Murphy, now Assistant Post-
+smaster General, who declined
to sign. He was president in
1552-53.

tﬂm.m Robbins, president in
G1-63, is in the Army and
cm.m not be reached. The two
wost recent presidents, Philip
. .e burne  and W, Eugene
. G ‘oves, have opposed the asso-:
'ci:»t.ous relationship- with the
tintelligence agency,

l»l
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Chaxrjes Are Recalled |
The two most- recent presx-
1deats and other ex-officials of
Ithe association have maintained

;influence  association  policy;
1They insist that former presi-
dents, some of whom ecither
worked Jor the agency or were
asubnsidized by it, tried to influ-
ience elections and occasionally
iassociation policy on such issues
Jas the war in Vietnam,

{ The former presidents said
iin their statement that in the
icariy aineteen-fifties the stu-
“dent associatjon “recognized the
ivital importance of American
“student participation in interna-

iotherwise would have been
& ed ‘w l‘xo well trained
7. 'I 1'g,umo. e,

r+ Tiowever, they said, “without

w suhsnm;n. funds, N.8.A. inter-

‘Inationa wxowravn would have

{oeen .m“.obmzod "

4 "Yet cach of us concluded
dihal,  without
Hwouid have: chosen immobiliza-
‘,] tion if the, only funds available
GwWere coumqoned on'impairment
LGf the independence of any of
_AN.S.A.' principles or pro-
i grams,” they said, - l

ithe National Student Associa-|

1as $400,000 a ycar from thciI

operate their internatxonal pm (

Az e

v portance

day was signed by every preql-.,

that the intelligence agency did},

guestion, we -

’71 “Ard so the question became

whether C.LA. funds entailed
lany such conditions. We state
.cate'foucaUy that they did not.
{Allegations™ "that we  were
'trappeo or ‘duped’ -are arrant‘
‘inonsense."

Such charges have been madc;
1by present assocxatlm officials. | i
1 "The former - presidents saidj
ithat although ' they con-;t'mtly{
isought other finanding, “this re-’
]atlonslnp was the only realls-
g‘tw and responsible altematlve
favailable to us at that time,

Three Policy Arcas Cited

-In at lecast three important
areas-tne association maintained
an independent foreign policy
ithat often conflicted With offi-
|cial views, the presidents said..
G"N.S.A. consistently sup-
ported and sought to strcngthcn
democratic student organiza-

tithey oxisted and encouraged

not exist,”

C"NSA’s International policy
learly recognized the crucial im-
which nationalist
| movements in Asia, Africa and
'La.tm America would have in,
.shaping our world.”

G“While we were quite aware
cof the expansionist ambitions,
lhand idcological goals of.the So-|
;"Lot Umon N.S.A. chose to deal
‘with the Soviets and Eastern
iEuropeans not as idecological
}parna.hs but as political adver-
isaries In a changing world.”

The former officers noted
1that‘. “political contexts change,”
and that what might have bcen
‘a responsible course of actlo?
-15 years ago might not seem %o
‘to studcnts today. They thus
appeared to defend the deeision

'of eurrent leadors to break with| -

the intelligence agencey.

“We have always recovmzed "

they said, “the rcsponsxbxhty of
each group of current leaders

of N.S.A. to lead the organiza-|.

tion in the direction whi¢h
-seems to them appropmate dur-
ling their term of office.”

.The twelve signers, and the

Mtyear in which they feft ofﬂce

are:
|William /T Dentzer Jr., 1952.

Earry H, Lunn Jr., 1955. '

iiStanford L. Glass, 1056..., ...
Harald C. Bakken, 1957, .} 4
K. Ray IFarabee, 1058, - 3
Robert R. Kiley, 1959. o

[

Richard A. Rettig, 1961,
Edward R. Garvey 1062.

Gregory. M, Gallo, 1964.
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tions -in those countries wherey - -

iitheir formation where they did) -
_ithat the t*association had con-i:
sistently opposed official Ameri-;

James M. Bdwards, 1904

1Donald A. Hoffman, 1860, .

W. Dennis Shaul, 1063, - R
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